BEFORE YOU PRAY
In any prayer effort, there are some basic considerations set out by the Scriptures which become prerequisites for intercession.

Therefore, the basic premise is that before there can be effective intercession by God's people, they must FIRST be cleansed of sin by God, and SECOND, they must seek to restore broken relationships.

These are biblical priorities.

Pride may seem obvious but can be easily overlooked in our teaching and practice.  "For in his own eyes he flatters himself too much to detect or hate his sin"(Psalm 36:3).

God's Word is clear about the gravity of sin: "...sin is lawlessness" (1 John 3:4b).  Unconfessed sin in the life of the believer separates him from God.  "If anyone turns a deaf ear to the law, even his prayers are detestable"

(Proverbs 28:9).  And, "He who conceals his sins does not prosper, but whoever confesses and renounces them finds mercy" (verse 13).

The prophet Isaiah records this message:  "But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden His face from you so that He will not hear" (59:2, cf 3,4).  David tells us the same thing in Psalm 5:4,5,

"You are not a God Who takes pleasure in evil; with You the wicked cannot dwell.  The arrogant cannot stand in Your presence...".

That arrogance or pride is often expressed in our prayers when we rush to intercession without confessing our sins.  "If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us" (1 John 1:8).*

God's people were told long ago what they must do.

"If My people, who are called by My name, will humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sins and will heal their land" (2 Chronicles 7:14).

We often want to overlook God's order and jump to the

"then I will hear" because we seek our own good and not "God's face."  So before an individual or a church can intercede with God, it must humble itself in true Spirit-led confession of sin and repentance (cf 2_Corinthians 7:9-11).

Now may the believer lay his godly concerns on the altar of prayer?  Our Savior says, "no".  The believer must seek restoration of fellowship if he or she is estranged from another believer.

Jesus tells us to "leave your gift on the altar."  We are to "first go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift" (Matthew 5:23, 24).  We are to be reconciled with our brothers and sisters before we come and worship God.  Is not intercessory prayer an act of worship?

How many prayer meetings are not heard because of the broken relationships in the church, because of pride or lack of forgiveness and reconciliation.

Husbands are warned that their prayers may be "hindered" because of the way they treat their wives. (1_Peter 3:7)*

One of the results of our cleansed relationship with God is fellowship with other believers.  John ties these together in 1 John 1:6,7.  "If we claim to have fellowship with Him, yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth.  But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from every sin."

Our relationship to one another is the test of our love for God.  If we fail that test, will God hear our prayers?  "If anyone says, `I love God,' yet hates his brother, he is a liar.  For everyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen" (1 John 4:20).

We assume so much when we rush to prayer.  God is seen as a great big vending machine that will bless us if we put in a nickel prayer.

He is a holy God and He instructs us to be cleansed when we come with our prayers and to seek to be reconciled with our brother and sister.

Yes, God in His grace answers the prayers of unrepentant sinners.  But to knowingly come to God with unconfessed sin and unreconciled relationships is presumptuous.

"Know that the Lord Himself is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves;  We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.  Enter His gates with thanksgiving, And His courts with praise.  Give thanks to Him;  bless His name.  For the Lord is good;  His loving-kindness is everlasting,  And His faithfulness to all generations"  (Psalm 100:3-5).
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