Chapter 10 – The Making of a Man of God - Study questions:
LOVING YOUR ENEMIES (I Samuel 24:1-22)
Read Romans 12:17-21

What does it mean to “leave room for God’s wrath?”

God gave David two opportunities to take revenge on the ungodly King Saul.  What prevented David from taking advantage of the seeming “Divine appointment” to kill his enemy?
Redpath writes, “You can imagine with what intensity they watched their leader slip stealthily through the dimness with a dagger in his hand-they expected to see it driven into Saul’s back.  Imagine their amazement when David just cut a bit off the end of Saul’s robe and quietly returned to his hiding place in the darkness.  They had thought David brave, but he must have seemed to them a coward at that moment.  What a fool he was to miss such a chance to get rid of his powerful enemy!

Why do you think David was secure enough in his personhood to ignore all other human expectations?
David had missed another opportunity of getting rid of his enemy, of ending his suffering.  Surely, when a chance to get even with someone who has done you wrong presents itself, you should take it.  When the opportunity comes to escape from a tight corner, you ought to take the initiative.  Or should you?

How do you explain the decision David made to bypass his opportunity to make his own life easier?
We sometimes see people streaming down the aisle in an evangelistic meeting with tear-stained faces, but what difference does emotion make if it does not lead to obedience?  What profit is it that a heart has been stirred, unless from that moment the man lives in submission to the will of God?  Indeed, it does make a difference, for if a man is emotionally upset, as Saul was, and awakens to his condition, but only weeps about it and still doesn’t obey God, his second state is a thousand times worse than the first.  Emotion that does not lead to action only leads deeper into sin and rebellion.

Do you agree or disagree with Alan Redpath’s assessment?  Why?
For David had learned his lesson in this desperate moment of his experience: he must refuse to take the initiative and he must lean upon the living God.  David, who was under the authority of the Lord, became the one in authority over all the others.  But Saul, proud and arrogant, rebelled against the sovereignty of God and became a pathetic, tragic figure: a slave to himself, his passion and his sin, only a puppet king of a decaying kingdom.  In a nutshell, how would you describe the difference between David and Saul?  (Read Matthew 10:39).
