Chapter 16  SOVEREIGNTY CONTESTED Questions (II Samuel 5:1-25)

“At any point in life you can resist His sovereignty, but at that moment God puts you on the shelf: you are useless to Him.  Oh, you can carry on preaching sermons, teaching a Sunday school class, using the same pious language and singing the same hymns, but the unction and the uplift have gone.  The liberty of the Holy Ghost has gone; the reality has gone.  The Lord is in your heart, but you have quenched His Spirit.”
If someone was watching your life, what would be the signs when the sovereignty of God is not an active reality in your life?
“My friend, it is just as well he did so on both occasions, for do you notice that the diving strategy for victory in the first instance was totally different from the strategy in the next?  The first time, he was told to go and attack; but in the second battle he was to sit still and wait.  If David had followed the strategy of yesterday in the battle of today, he would have missed His divine resources and would have been humiliated by defeat.”
Why do you think God gave two separate strategies for attacking the enemy?

Why didn’t God simply give David a recipe for success that he could follow?

“The victory of yesterday does not put into me strength for today.  I discover, as I go on in life, that the flesh is totally corrupt, and is good for nothing.  I begin to understand that, in the language of the Apostle Paul, “In me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing” (Romans 7:18).”  What does guarantee success in the battle over temptation?
“Watch ye and pray,” said the Lord, “lest ye enter into temptation” (Mark 14:38).  We will always be faced with it, but there is no need to run headlong into it.  Watch and pray!  Seek the Lord, and His sovereignty will be communicated.  Always listen to His answer: sometimes it is the word saying, “Go out and attack,” but more often it is the word telling us to wait for “the sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry trees” (II Samuel 5:24).
What battle are you facing today?  Is the Lord telling you to attack or to wait?
