Chapter 17  PREPARATION FOR SERVICE QUESTIONS (II Samuel 6:1-23)

There is nothing more important in any life than the constantly enjoyed presence of the Lord.  There is nothing more vital, for without it we shall make mistakes, and without it we shall be defeated.  Without the sense of His abiding presence and a place of constant communion and fellowship, how far wrong we will go!  When are you most aware of the presence of God in your life?  How do you know when you have met with God?
We want God’s presence very much, don’t we?  But we like to hitch His presence to some of our new carts.  We like to add Him to our list of organizations, to load Him on top of the mechanics of a busy life, and then drive.  How much of our service is really in the energy of the flesh, I wonder!  So often we put forth our hands, but not our hearts.  We put forth our hands to the work of the Lord, but somehow our hearts have never really gotten under the burden of the Lord and begun, like the Levites, to carry it.  Name the “carts” that Christians are most likely to use to replace the presence of God:

David expressed his joy by dancing before the Lord with all his might.  At this time in his life he probably wrote Psalm 132, and this is how he expressed his desire: “Surely I will not come into the tabernacle of my house, nor go up into my bed; I will not give sleep to mine eyes, or slumber to mine eyelids, until I find out a place for the Lord, a habitation for the mighty God of Jacob” (132:3-5).  How do you express your joy to the Lord?  How do people most often see the joy of the Lord in your life?

But when the day was over and he went back home, he was met by his wife who chided him bitterly, “How glorious was the king of Israel today, who uncovered himself today in the eyes of the handmaids of his servants, as one of the vain fellows shamelessly uncovereth himself!” (II Samuel 6:20).  If someone wanted to cool your passion for God, to rob you of your joy and take you undivided focus away from God, what strategy would that person use?

