Chapter 18  WHEN GOD SAYS “NO” (II Samuel 7:1-29; I Chronicles 17:1-27)

I wonder if you have had the experience in which you have yielded your life to the Lord, and then, to quote the language of Scripture, you have had visions and dreamed dreams, setting your heart upon what you believed to be God’s plan for you.  You determined on the very best, but God said “No!”  I think that sometimes He has more to teach us from His denials than from His permissions.  Therefore, I wonder how you have reacted when He said “No” to you.
Well, how did you react to God’s “NO?”  What did He say “no” to?

A similar motive has gripped the hearts of thousands of people since who have dedicated their lives to God for His service, perhaps on the mission field or in the ministry.  Indeed, I question whether anyone has had a real encounter with the risen Lord Jesus at Calvary but that into his or her life has come a heavenly vision, a great determination, a holy resolve to be the very best for Him – a glad, happy surrender of everything to the Master.  When you first became a believer, what were some of your first dreams of a better future?
The most important thing is how you react when God says “No!”  Therefore, I want you to look with me here, in the second place, at the heart’s response to God’s refusal.
Why is our reaction to God’s “no” more important than God’s “no?”
Although God refused David’s request, He said to him, “It was well that it was in thine heart.”  Wasn’t it good of the Lord to tell him that?  Surely it left a permanent glow in David’s life.
Why was it so good for David to dream something that he wouldn’t be able to do?

How seldom does God find any of His children sitting before Him like that!  How faint and cold is our love!  Perhaps some of you have never even spent a single hour sitting before the Lord in reflection upon His goodness, especially at a time when He has said “No”.  God’s refusal to David was accompanied by a reminder of His goodness that made David speechless.

How important is this principle?  Has this been part of your personal experience when turned down by God?
