Men’s Bible Study Week #1
The Type of Person God Uses
KEY PASSAGE:

“Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? [21] For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. [22] Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, [23] but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, [24] but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. [25] For the foolishness of God is wiser than man's wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man's strength. [26] Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. [27] But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. [28] He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things--and the things that are not--to nullify the things that are, [29] so that no one may boast before him. [30] It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God--that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. [31] Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.’” 1 Corinthians 1:20-31 (NIV)  
1.  GOD USES PEOPLE WHO DESIRE ______________________________

"I desire to do your will, O my God..."  Psalm 40:8

"Our only goal is to please God..."  2 Corinthians 5:9 (NCV)

KEY QUESTION #1: What do I _________________ to do most?
2.  GOD USES PEOPLE WHO DECIDE ______________________________.
(Jesus) "No one can be my disciple who does not carry his own cross and follow me.  But don't begin until you count the cost."  Luke 14:27-28 (LB)

"All these things that I once thought very worthwhile -- now I've thrown them all away so that I 
can put my trust and hope in Christ alone."  Phil. 3:7 (LB)

KEY QUESTION #2: What am I ___________________ to give up?

3.  GOD USES PEOPLE WHO DARE ______________________________

(Jesus) "What is impossible with men is possible with God." Luke 18:27 (NIV)

KEY QUESTION #3: How much will I _____________________ God?

SO WHAT? (what will you do with what you have heard?)
“For when David had served God's purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; he was buried with his fathers and his body decayed.” Acts 13:36 (NIV)  

THE TYPE OF PERSON GOD USES

Was God arbitrary on who He choose?  The Bible says, "God is looking for people to use."  And if you'll just get useable, God will wear you out.  You have not really lived until you experience being used by God to bless somebody else.

Some of you are saying, "God could never use me."  My message this morning is in just a couple of words:  You're wrong.  Dead wrong!  Not only can God use you, but He wants to use you.  He's waiting.  He's eager to use you in ways you have not even imagined.  

If you'll build these three things in your life, you'll find God using you in ways you can't even imagine.  

1.  GOD USES PEOPLE WHO DESIRE TO DO HIS WILL
You've got to want to do His will, more than anything else. You've got to say, "I want God's plan for my life."  God has a custom plan for you.  But it's not automatic.  God made you for a purpose but you could miss that purpose.  You must chose to cooperate with God's purpose for your life or you'll miss it. You could waste your life and blow your life, squander your life and not make it count.  It's not automatic.  God used people who desire to do His will.  Who say, "God, I really want You first in my life and I want to be what You made me to be."

God uses people who want to be used.  Do you want to be used? The first key, if God is going to work in your life, if you're going to see His plan happen and you be what He made you to be is, you must desire it.  It's not automatic.  You must say, "God, I desire Your will for my life" -- a definite act.

The Bible calls David, "A man after God's own heart."  Why? David said, "I desire to do Your will, O my God."  Paul says, "Our only goal is to please God."  Is that your only goal?  He says I want God's will in my life first.  

How do you know when you really want God's will first in your life?  You know for sure by listening to Him every day.  If you're not having a quiet time, if you're not listening to Him, you don't really want God's will for your life because you go day in, day out without checking in with Him.  God speaks to people who listen.  

What do I desire to do most?  What do you desire most in life? To get married?  To be financially independent, to make a million?  To retire?  You had better have a greater purpose in your life than any of those or you're going to miss the boat. They're fine, they're good -- but they're not the purpose of life.  

What do you desire most in life?  "Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness and all these other things will be added unto you." It starts with a desire.

2.  GOD USES PEOPLE WHO DECIDE TO PAY THE COST
There is always a cost in following God's plan for your life.  If you were to say to God, "The rest of this year, I give You more of me.  This rest of this  year I want to be closer to You.  I want to be more in Your will, in Your plan, in Your center."  It's going to cost you. 
You're going to have to give up some stuff.  There will always be a cost, there will always be risks and it will always require faith and you're going to have to step out and do some things in the unknown that you're scared to do.  Stepping out in faith.

The point is:  If you get serious about God's plan for your life -- "God, I'm going to do whatever You want me to do with my life" -- there are going to be people who'll misunderstand you and there will be people who misjudge you and there will be people who criticize you.  You are going to be different.  Count on it.  If you really want God's plan for your life there will be some people around you who are unhappy by that and will criticize that.  Count on it.

God's purpose for my life includes some problems.  God's plan for my life includes problems.  They're not accidental.  They're part of the plan.  And that's part of the cost.  There's always a cost.  

Jesus is very up front about the cost.  Jesus said, "No one can be My disciple who doesn't carry his own cross.  But don't begin until you count the cost."  Jesus said, Don't commit your life until you really considered it.  

Paul says in Philippians 3:7 "All these things that I once thought very worthwhile now I've thrown them all away so that I can put my trust and hope in Christ alone."  Paul understood that there were costs.  He also understood that the benefits were worth it.  He said, All those things I used to think were so cool, so important, so valuable to my life, they are cheap plastic thrills.  They don't matter anymore.  I've dumped it all just so I can be in the center of God's plan for my life and I can be what He made me to be."                           

What am I willing to give up in order to be used by God?  You will have to give up some stuff.  God may ask you to give up some habits.  He may ask you to give up some relationships, some friendships that are pulling you down instead of building you up. He may ask you to set aside your dreams, your ambitions, your goals, your plans, your finances for what He made you to be.  Are you willing to do that?  

3.  GOD USES PEOPLE WHO DARE TO TRUST HIS PROMISES
They are people of faith because it does take risk, it takes courage to be used by God.  Courage doesn't mean you're not afraid.  Courage is not the absence of fear.  Courage is moving ahead in spite of your fear.  It's facing your fear.  Another word for courage is faith.  

You say, "Why doesn't God ever do miracles in my life?"  Because you're afraid He will.  You're afraid of miracles.  You're afraid of the supernatural.  You're afraid, "If God does something supernatural in my life, I might lose control" and that's a scary thought.  The reason God doesn't do miracle in your life is you don't expect Him to.  You play it safe spiritually.  When was the last time you waited to buy something and just prayed about it and gave God the chance to give it to you first.  No, you didn't wait for God to give it to you.  You just went out and charged it.  Then you wonder why God doesn't give you anything.  You don't let him!  God uses people who dare to trust His promises.  

I want to suggest that to you.  When you come upon situations where you think you're in over your head.  You're following God's will but it's scary.  Don't worry -- worship.  Don't panic -- pray and praise.  Anytime you're afraid -- anytime I'm afraid -- it means I've forgotten the promise of God.  Claim those promises.

Jesus said, "What is impossible with men is possible with God."  God uses people who desire His will, who decide to pay the cost for His will and who dare to trust Him. God uses people who desire His will more than anything else in life, who decide to pay the cost and who dare to trust His promises and step out and do it.  

I don't know how to say it any clearer, many of you have enormous spiritual potential, you just don't see it.  I can see it.  God can see it.  You have enormous spiritual potential.  God has gifted you and talented you and given you health and freedom, a sharp mind and an education and talents and abilities.  He doesn't mean for you to just use them on yourself. One day you will stand before God and He will say, "What did you do with what I gave you?"                         

Are you willing to be used by God?  To say "God, anytime, anywhere, any place, use me.  Whatever it means.  If it means putting my agenda, my goals, my dreams, my plans, my financial package all on a line -- go ahead.  I cannot stand another day without being in Your will completely."

But it starts with a desire.  It's as if I were to hold your head under water until you were gasping for breath and with the last ounce of energy you sprung up against me to force yourself up so you could breathe.  That's the kind of desire you've got to have. 

SO WHAT? “For when David had served God's purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; he was buried with his fathers and his body decayed.” Acts 13:36 (NIV)  

I can't go on another day without saying, Jesus Christ, own me completely and make me what You made me to be in the first place. I'm willing to give up whatever it takes to give up to be the person I was designed to be in the first place.  Does that scare you?  The secret of overcoming the fear of the unknown is by focusing on what you do know.  What do we know?  We know God loves you, God says you matter to Him, God has your best interest at heart, He cares about you and He knows what will make you happy more than you do.  That I know for sure.  So I don't have any problems trusting a God I know is like that.  

Prayer: Are you tired of playing Mickey Mouse with God?  Say, "I've got to sell out.  I can't hold back anything any more.  I want to be what God made me to be all along."  Pray this prayer, "Dear Jesus Christ, I desire to do Your will.  More than anything else that's what I want in my life.  I desire to do Your will.  Lord, today I am deciding to pay the cost. Whatever it takes, whatever it costs, whatever You ask me to give up I am not satisfied with second best.  I want to be what You designed me to be.  I want to be used by You.  I want to feel Your presence in my life.  Lord, I dare to trust Your promises.  What seems impossible to me is not impossible with You.  Help me to become a person of faith and trust You more each day and to expect You to work in my life.  Amen."

