Chapter 21  HOW ARE THE MIGHTY FALLEN! (II Samuel 11:1 – 12:14)

The real question for us all is: Are we prepared to face sin?  Not to discuss someone else’s sin, but to face our own; not to be appalled at the domination of communism, but to be appalled at the domination of the devil; not so much to be alarmed at juvenile delinquency, but to be concerned about our own delinquency.  We are only as sick as our secrets.  Do you have someone in your life that you trust and you feel that you can be fully transparent and honest about your sin?
Satan specializes in making sin popular; he implies, “Well, it doesn’t really matter.  That is what everyone does.”  The success of his strategy may be partly due to the fact that we have ceased to think about the horror of sin.  A student somewhere is preparing for the ministry, and suddenly he drops out of school – soon you hear that he has been hastily married.  Or a member of the faculty isn’t in class one morning, and he is not seen again.  Or there is the pastor of a church who cannot be found, a deacon who doesn’t appear for the services, a church member who cannot be traced any more.  Describe your fear of shipwrecking your faith, your marriage, your life…
What prevents you from crashing and burning spiritually?

Have you attained a place of authority in Christian circles?  Have you become a missionary, a teacher of the Word, a preacher, an evangelist?  If you have slackened in the discipline of your own personal life, you may get dragged down by this kind of net.  May the Lord deliver you from it!  Does a position of authority make it easier, or harder to fall into sin?
What is your speculation of what leads spiritual men down the path of moral, spiritual, or ethical failure?

What is preventing you from going down that path?
His sin was forgiven, but the consequences he had to take!  When God forgives us and restores us to favor, He uses the rod, too, and life is never quite the same again.  Oh yes, He restores His repentant child to fellowship, but sometimes a man has to drink the bitter cup; a forgiven man may still have to reap what he has sown.  We will come to this harvest later in our studies on David’s life, but remember that this child died.  Then one of David’s sons treated his sister as David had treated Bathsheba, and his son Absalom became a murderer and a usurper of his father’s throne.  David went through stormy days, but he knew it was not the judgment of God; it was the chastisement of a loving heavenly Father, “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth” (Hebrews 12:6).  Why are their consequences to sin?
