Chapter 22  THE PERIL OF A DIVIDED HOUSE (II Samuel 12:10 – 14:33)

Galatians 6:7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. NIV

What kind of forgiveness is that?  I will tell you: it is the kind we want from God, but we never get.  “O God, forgive us, but please let us go on doing what we are doing!  Don’t demand of us repentance!  Don’t demand a broken heart!  Don’t demand from us a turning away from sin!  Lord, please forgive us, for we need to be forgiven; but don’t, please don’t expect any change!”  God refuses those terms altogether; He will never forgive at the expense of justice.  In this instance David proved the utter futility of any attempt to do so.
Why does God call us to “confess our sin, one to another? (James 5:16)

How do you define true repentance?

Let me remind you of them.  Forgiveness, that is, the removal of the consequences of sin and restoration to the favor of God, is not so easy as we may imagine.  The popular idea is, of course, that God is love, therefore He must forgive.  But if forgiveness is to be adequate, it must accomplish two things.  In the first place, the gulf between sin and righteousness must be maintained.  There must be absolutely no compromise, no attempt to reduce the absolute purity and holiness of God, and no attempt to minimize the depths of degradation of the human soul.  Sin is sin; righteousness is righteousness.  Of course, that kind of theology is very unpopular today, when so many people just lower the standard of righteousness and laugh at sin and put the two together.  But it is not so with God!
Do you agree?

What about grace?
David’s forgiveness of Absalom was completely inadequate, leading to a further outbreak of sin.  God’s forgiveness of a man’s soul is completely adequate, and a great deterrent to continued sin.  What does partial, or incomplete forgiveness look like?  Why don’t we forgive completely?

Can you say that to the Lord today?  “Lord, don’t take off Your chastening hand!  May I never go through life feeling anything but pain for the sin of which I have been guilty.  Make my living to be a dying in the will of God.  May I accept all that comes to me as part of His plan to take the clay that has been spoiled in the hand of the potter and make it again another vessel.”

Describe your heart for becoming God’s man!

Read Psalm 3
