Chapter 23  THE FELLOWSHIP OF HIS SUFFERINGS (II Samuel 15:1-37)

Whatever David’s fate, they were going to share it.  Although his back was to the wall and his own people were rebelling against him, they refused to desert him.  Following him meant danger or even death, but their declaration was “whether in death or life, even there also will thy servant be.”
What would it take for you to quit as a Christian?  What excuses to people give for giving up on Christ and His church?

Are you a fair-weather follower of Christ?  There never was a time in all history when a clear identity with Jesus Christ in the day of His rejection is more needed than in this world that cares nothing for the things of God.  But His service would be slavery and pure legalism unless it springs from a life that walks and talks with Him, and a heart that loves Him.  Therefore, surrender to the will of the King is not a forced obligation; it must be a glad devotion of the heart.
What does a “fair-weather follower of Christ” look like?  List several characteristics:

That is the kind of obedience Christ wants today.  Whose side are you really on?  Are you ready to surrender much that other people enjoy, much that the self-life would be only too thankful to have?  Then your self-sacrifice for Christ will cause you to say, as Nehemiah used to say, “So did not I, because of the fear of God” (Nehemiah 5:15).
What have you surrendered to be a Christ follower?

Yet the answer is so basic and simple.  The need is not more theological learning, nor more intelligent appreciation of the Bible, nor a greater understanding of truth.  It is that measure of spiritual crisis which brings a man – body, soul, and spirit – unreservedly to the feet of the King of kings in total commitment to Him.  I wonder how many of us have really arrived at that place.  But when the fire begins to burn and we know that our vow unto the Lord has been accepted, we would never go back.
Describe a time in your life when you lived for Jesus when it was not the popular thing to do:
