Chapter 24 BRING BACK THE KING (II Samuel 19:1-43)
In the absence of the Lord Jesus Christ (for remember He is absent in His person, although He is present within His body the Church by the Holy Spirit), the only true Prince of peace, what is the condition of the world today?  Is it not intensified suffering and unrest?  The longer He is absent, the greater the suffering, until the pressure of the cloud of fear is almost at the bursting point.

What then is our alibi before God for failing to take the message to the uttermost parts of the earth?  That is why I believe that Jesus Christ cannot come today: because His people have failed to obey His command to preach the gospel to every creature.
What do you think is the most common excuse for failing to do something?

Do you agree that Jesus cannot come today?

Let me ask you one or two personal questions in the name of the Lord Jesus.  Is your life related to God’s purpose?  As He looks down today, does He say to you, “Why are you the last to bring back the King?”  Is your life hastening the return of Christ, or is it delaying it?  Have you spoken a word of bringing back the King into some life this week?  Who are you praying for and actively building a relationship with who doesn’t know Jesus?
Everything else is secondary to that purpose; no matter how great our programs and how much we may give to our home-base work, nothing is so important as getting the gospel out to the uttermost parts of the earth.  Do you agree?
What steps can our church take to be more serious about the need to reach the world for Christ?
I think one of the greatest sins of the church today, if I may dare to say so, is the millions of dollars spent on up-to-date buildings, and the latest equipment and enormous church plants – when all the time there are multitudes who have never heard, and missionaries ready to go, but without support.  This thing is wrong, and I believe that God is judging His people for it.

Nothing matters so much as sending out people supported by the church to spread the news of the Saviour’s love.  Before God I say that this must have priority in our work and testimony, that in this generation the gospel shall be preached to the uttermost limits of the world until the King comes back.

Do you think it is that simple?  What impact does this have on how you live today?
