THE MAKING OF A  MAN OF GOD - STUDY QUESTIONS:

Chapter 25: VALIANT IN THE FIGHT – 2 Samuel 23:1-39
#1. Redpath begins this chapter by saying, “…today the Christian stands in the name of the Lord wherever he is, as a point of resistance to the enemy of righteousness.  He doesn’t stand alone; he is one of a great army, that company of people who have been redeemed by the precious blood, and who share together the life of their Lord, although scattered in different parts of the world. The triumph of the church as a whole depends upon the personal victory of every Christian.  In other words, your victory, your life, your personal testimony, are important to the cause of God today.”
What does it stir up in your heart and soul?
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us. We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects our faith. Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured the cross, disregarding its shame. Now he is seated in the place of honor beside God’s throne. Think of all the hostility he endured from sinful people; then you won’t become weary and give up.4 After all, you have not yet given your lives in your struggle against sin.” 
Hebrews 12:1-3 (NLT)

#2.  Redpath goes on to say,  “…Therefore the answer (to this struggle) is not, I repeat, in more money, more equipment, more people; but it is in dedication, commitment, abandonment to God.”
How would you describe your dedication to Jesus Christ and the cause of building HIS Kingdom?

Describe your commitment to His Word and the values and principles found in it?
Have you thrown yourself, in total abandonment into the work of God and the life He has planned and purposed for you?

#3. Redpath continues to press the issue of relying on God’s power for the strength in the battle and power to live this one and only life that HE has set out for us to live. Listen… “The power of the cross in a man’s life puts him on his feet and enables him to stand in this evil day.  Without God and without salvation he was down and helpless, but the Lord has come and lifted him up and set his feet on the Rock.  In the spiritual battles that come upon a man of God who is dedicated to the will of God, he is called upon never to flinch, but to stand firm against the adversary in the power of Jesus Christ our Lord. Is that position being maintained?  Are we standing our ground against the enemy of our souls?”
(John Piper) “Three weeks ago we got word at our church that Ruby Eliason and Laura Edwards had both been killed in Cameroon. Ruby was over 80. Single all her life, she poured it out for one great thing: To make Jesus Christ known among the unreached, the poor, and the sick. Laura was a widow, a medical doctor, pushing 80 years old, and serving at Ruby's side in Cameroon. The brakes failed, the car went over the cliff, and they were both killed instantly. And I asked my people: was that a tragedy? Two lives, driven by one great vision, spent in unheralded service to the perishing poor for the glory of Jesus Christ -- two decades after almost all their American counterparts have retired to throw their lives away on trifles in Florida or New Mexico. No. That is not a tragedy. That is a glory”.

I tell you what a tragedy is. I'll read to you from Reader's Digest (Feb. 98, p. 98) what a tragedy is: "Bob and Penny... took early retirement from their jobs in the Northeast five years ago when he was 59 and she was 51. Now they live in Punta Gorda, Florida, where they cruise on their 30 foot trawler, play softball and collect shells." The American Dream: come to the end of your life - your one and only life - and let the last great work before you give an account to your Creator, be "I collected shells. See my shells." THAT is a tragedy. And people today are spending billions of dollars to persuade you to embrace that tragic dream. And I get forty minutes to plead with you: don't buy it.

Don't waste your life. It is so short and so precious. I grew up in a home where my father spent himself as an evangelist to bring the gospel of Jesus Christ to the lost. He had one consuming vision: Preach the gospel. There was a plaque in our kitchen for all my growing up years. Now it hangs in our living room. I have looked at it almost daily for about 48 years. It says, "Only one life, twill soon be past. Only what's done for Christ will last."

#4. Finally, Redpath shouts out, “It is quite easy for Christian people somehow to avoid the sense of battle and conflict and to take their ease.  “Woe to them that are at ease in Zion,” says Amos 6:1.  Many of us quite readily become so occupied with material things and with our work that it is a long time since we really fought a battle against sin alone on our knees.  How much do I really know, and how much do you know, about prayer that resists the powers of darkness and refuses to give in?  Have I spent half an hour alone each day this week on my knees in prayer like this?  Have you? Our prayer life, our whole spiritual witness, can lose its priority and become mechanical so that it has no flavor of life or conflict in it at all.  Yet victory on the whole battlefront depends upon maintaining our position in the name of the Lord Jesus, so that when the enemy flings his fiery darts, we wrestle and stand our ground by God’s grace, we fight and refuse to give in.  Are you engaged in this spiritual warfare?  Are you standing your ground?  In your home life, in your personal walk with God, in your prayer life, in your testimony and witness among your colleagues at the office and your family at home, are you standing your ground today?  In the position where God has put you, are you resisting the enemy or are you in retreat?”

Read again, the words of Jesus on the cost of really following after HIS life, and ask yourself anew this morning, “am I willing to pay this price?”
“And He said to all, If any person wills to come after Me, let him deny himself [disown himself, forget, lose sight of himself and his own interests, refuse and give up himself] and take up his cross daily and follow Me [ cleave steadfastly to Me, conform wholly to My example in living and, if need be, in dying also]. 24 For whoever would preserve his life and save it will lose and destroy it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he will preserve and save it  from the penalty of eternal death]. 25 For what does it profit a man, if he gains the whole world and ruins or forfeits (loses) himself? 26 Because whoever is ashamed of Me and of My teachings, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed when He comes in the [ threefold] glory (the splendor and majesty) of Himself and of the Father and of the holy angels.” Luke 9:23-26 (AMP)
