THE MAKING OF A  MAN OF GOD - STUDY QUESTIONS:

Chapter 26: FIRE FROM HEAVEN – 1 Chronicles 21:1-30
#1. Redpath begins the chapter by stating the following. “Now this is surely significant.  The one whom Satan hates is the Holy Spirit, and therefore his attack is directed against Him as He indwells all of God’s redeemed people.  But those who bear the brunt of it are, more often than not, those who bear the responsibility of leadership.  Satan does not waste time upon the circumference of church life, he goes right to the heart of it.  The missionary, the Christian leader, the minister, the ones chosen of God to be undershepherds and to stand in the front line of the battle for Him, are subject to the most dangerous and subtle blows of the enemy of souls. The particular issue in this case may seem trifling until we consider it through Spirit-anointed eyes.  David was determined to number the people, which was actually an evidence of the basic sin of all: pride.  It was an indication of his departure from trusting the Lord in every situation to depending upon the flesh.  The sin of which David was guilty is the one of which you and I have been guilty over and over again.  God will not give His glory to another; he that glorieth must glory in the Lord.  In tempting David to pride in his own resources, Satan successfully tripped up the leader of the flock. 

Where does Satan attack you? Where is your weak spot? The chink(s) in your armor? What is your response to this truth? How can we come alongside of you and strengthen you? Support you?
Read this quote by Norm Wright, “What remains hidden can never be healed.” How should this truth impact us? Read the verse below. What does it say to your heart?

“Admit your faults to one another and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The earnest prayer of a righteous man has great power and wonderful results.” James 5:16 (LB) 

#2.  Redpath goes on to talk about some very sobering business. He says, “David found that nobody can sin alone…How true this is in our experience!  Nobody sins to himself, and so often those who are most affected are those whom the sinner would desire at all cost to escape the consequences.  Are you a missionary or a pastor?  Have you ever watched the work around you fall apart?  Have you watched the people to whom you minister face chastisement and times of barrenness?  Then, my friend, you know something of the experience of David, as you see the humiliation of your own sin being wrought out in judgment upon others.”

Let’s read a moment from Joshua chapter seven about the sin of Achan. “Joshua cried out to the Lord, "O Jehovah, why have you brought us over the Jordan River if you are going to let the Amorites kill us? Why weren't we content with what we had? Why didn't we stay on the other side? 8 O Lord, what am I to do now that Israel has fled from her enemies!...But the Lord said to Joshua, "Get up off your face! Israel has sinned and disobeyed my commandment and has taken loot when I said it was not to be taken; and they have not only taken it, they have lied about it and have hidden it among their belongings. That is why the people of Israel are being defeated. That is why your men are running from their enemies--for they are cursed. I will not stay with you any longer unless you completely rid yourselves of this sin. 
Let me ask you, somewhat bluntly this morning. Is there any pride in your life that God wants to sleigh/ any sin to confess? Any hidden anger/bitterness to rid yourself of? God will not/can not bless a church, a family or a life where continued sin goes on. Read the passage from Deuteronomy 5 on the back side of this paper. What does it say to you about the consequence of continued/unconfessed sin in your life?
“I am the Lord your God, who rescued you from the land of Egypt, the place of your slavery. “You must not have any other god but me. “You must not make for yourself an idol of any kind, or an image of anything in the heavens or on the earth or in the sea. You must not bow down to them or worship them, for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God who will not tolerate your affection for any other gods. I lay the sins of the parents upon their children; the entire family is affected—even children in the third and fourth generations of those who reject me. But I lavish unfailing love for a thousand generations on those who love me and obey my commands.” Deuteronomy 5:6-10 (NLT)
What is God saying here? What impact does it have on you this morning? Where do we go from here?

#3. Finally, Redpath says, I wonder if this has been your experience.  Perhaps even now God has been speaking to your heart, and you have come to see as never before the sinfulness of sin.  But you have seen it outmatched by the everlasting mercy of our God.  He has brought all kinds of pressure to bear upon you in the area of your heart where He has planned for you a personal Calvary, a personal Pentecost, and where His blessings must be withheld until, like David, you prostrate yourself in sackcloth on your face before Him. The pressure of the devil in a Christian’s life is one thing, but the pressure of heaven is another.  By the grace of God we can withstand any pressures that are brought upon us by the forces of darkness.  But when we have grieved the Spirit of God, and the hand of God is upon us with pressure until we repent, that is an experience those who have passed through it will never forget.  I do trust that the Lord has brought you to yield as David did.”

Is that your experience today/ While our sin is great, the mercy of God is even greater. The grace of God is unthinkable. The majesty of God is unspeakable. The forgiveness of God is incomprehensible.

The point of the message this morning is simple. Don’t take your sin to lightly, and don’t ever forget the mercies of God. Read the verse below about the great mercies of God.

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not from yourselves.  It is the free gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.”  Ephesians 2:8-9 (NIV)
“We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved.”  Acts 15:12 (NIV)
"My guilt has overwhelmed me like a burden too heavy to bear."  Psalm 38:4 (NIV)
“Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” Romans 8:1 (NIV)
"Let us come near to God with a sincere heat and a sure faith, because we have been made free from a guilty conscience."  Hebrews 10:22 (NCV)
"I finally admitted all my sins to You and stopped trying to hide them.  I said to myself, `I will confess them to the Lord.'  And You forgave me!  All my guilt is gone."  Psalm 32:5 (LB)

"God heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds."  Psalm 147:3 (NIV)
"I am the God who forgives your sins, and I do this because of who I am.  I will not hold your sins against you."  
Isaiah 43:25 (GN)

“Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.”  Romans 12:2 (NLT)
