Chapter 27 HANDING ON THE TORCH (I Chronicles 28:1-21)
One day our last sermon will have been preached, our last testimony will have been given, our last piece of service will have been rendered.  But there is even now the opportunity to ask ourselves, “Has it made the Lord Jesus more real and more precious to others?  How much of my work can stand the test of judgment before a holy God?  Has any of it been gold, silver, precious stones?  Or has it been only wood, hay, and stubble?”

Newsman, Tim Russert passed away last week at age 58.  If it was you, what kind of legacy would you leave?
David’s ambition to build the temple is similar to the ambition that has come into the life of every genuine believer, that he might do great things for the Lord.  “Except great things from God; attempt great things for God” was William Carey’s motto, and this has been the desire of everyone who has come to know Jesus Christ as his Saviour and Lord: to do something for Him to extend His kingdom.

What about you?  What great thing are you attempting for the glory of God?
The simple question is, whose glory do you want, yours or God’s?  How do you react when you are banished from the place of publicity and put in the place of obscurity?  How do you react when you are taken from the place of success and reckoned a failure?  How do you react when your early dreams of doing great things for God are shattered?  Do you leave the work of the Lord, or can you, like David, do your best at whatever God has given you to do, thankful that you are privileged to share in His work?

Tell of an illustration when you have felt a failure in serving God:
Are you really doing your part for the Lord in His church today?  Remember what David said, “In my trouble I have prepared for the house of the Lord” (I Chronicles 22:14).  I like that!  “In my trouble…”  There must have been much opposition to make him feel it wasn’t worth while and many setbacks to make him feel he couldn’t go on any longer, but he didn’t allow trouble to depress him and make him quit.

What "trouble" is most discouraging to you in seeking to serve God?
What do we have to pass on?  Is there anything worthwhile, or have we just spent our lives in busyness and activity as Christian workers?  In the days that remain to us, let us do our part in the building of His house in our lives and characters, that together we may enhance the temple of the Lord, which is His body, the church.
What is the "need of the hour" for us as men (at the LIFEhouse), in building God's church?
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