The Making of a Man of God Study Questions:
Chapter 7 A GOOD MAN IN BAD COMPANY  (I Samuel 21:1-13; Psalm 56:1-13)
David, a man after God’s own heart, a man with a history of courage and triumph begins to doubt in the darkness what God has shown him in the light.  Redpath writes, Fear is always the enemy of faith; this is the battleground of Christian experience.  A man grows and triumphs as his faith overcomes his fear.  To believe God, to rest in the Word of God, to enjoy the promises of God is to conquer our fear. But to doubt God and to question His motives cause our faith to shrink until literally we cease to be believers-we are believers in name, but not in practice or action.  How is your faith overcoming your fear?

If fear has its way in your life, what crazy things can you imagine happening in your life?
“It takes but a moment to make a convert; it takes a lifetime to manufacture a saint.”  How is God using this crazy time in David’s life to make him into a Godly man?  How is your life crazy right now?
“Reliance upon past blessings is not enough.  Coming to the house of God for comfort, without being willing to face up to doubts and fears and unbelief and admitting them to be sin, is not enough.  If God has put you into some dark places and into some trials, it is not to drive you into sin, but to deliver you by your daily, repeated surrender and commitment to His will as you abide in Him.  He wants to be your living Savior today, not merely the God who met you years and years ago.”  How are you trusting Jesus as your living Savior?
When faced with a problem beyond what you can handle, what is your “default” response?  Trust your street smarts?  Organizational abilities?  Persuasive talents?  Hard work?  Educational savvy? Human creativity?  Stubborn self will?
“I might suggest, perhaps with more truth than some of us would like to admit, that a persecuted Christian sometimes gets better treatment from the enemies of God’s people than from his Christian friends.  Was is it not the king of Judah who imprisoned Jeremiah and the king of Babylon who let him loose?  We glory in our wonderful gospel of love and mercy for the unsaved, but we usually act as if we have no gospel for the saint who has been tripped up by the devil!”  Who do you go to when you need a friend?  Who would you feel comfortable going to when you have clearly embarrassed yourself as a Christ follower?  Why?
