Chapter 9 – The Making of a Man of God - Study questions:
LEARNING TO LOOK TO THE LORD (I Samuel 23:1-28; Psalm 27:1-14)
Redpath writes, “It is one thing to face an enemy and conquer him, but it is even more difficult to face the treachery of friends.  David’s stay in Keilah was not very long.  As he sought God in prayer for guidance, he learned that Saul would attack the city.  Not only would Saul attack, but the people of Keilah would betray him…  When have you felt the sting of a betrayed friendship?
What was it that was the hardest for you to get over? (if you are over it…)
How has that affected your willingness to trust friends today?

About 1 Samuel 23:16, Redpath wrote, “Jonathan Saul’s son arose, and went to David into the wood, and strengthened his hand in God.”  Thank heaven for a friend like that at such a moment!  David never saw him again; the friends parted forever until they met in heaven.  Who knows the best way to encourage you?  How does that person encourage you?
If you begin with God, your enemies grow small.  If you begin with the enemy, you may never reach God.  Rewrite this sentence in your own words:
We turn now to the two little phrases which are repeated in 1 Samuel 23:2 and 4: “David enquired of the Lord.”  He was beginning to form a habit that became part of his life, something important which he could learn only in a dark hour like this.  “Lord, I am in this situation because Thou hast put me here, and I am not going to take any action until I get clear direction from heaven.”  What direction do you need from the Lord right now?
God will not give His power or show His purpose to a worldly, compromising, defeated Christian who couldn’t care less about His will, who gives himself over to the gods of material gain and amusements, who revels in the lust of the flesh and unholy desires.  How much His church needs the blood of Christ applied to every part of its life, that the will of God might be made known!  What are you asking God to do in your life?  How do you know that you are in God’s will?
