Who Owns It All Anyway?
When it comes to handling money, the most important question has to do with ownership.  Who is it that really owns my money, my possessions, and my resources?  Is it really “my” money?  When a person says, “I earned it, and I am going to keep it”, it represents an arrogant attitude that refuses to acknowledge that even my ability to make money comes from God.

I. The Spiritual Connection

Many people give in order to get.  They think that somehow giving to God is a transaction, where, rather than serving God, the focus is really that God is serving them.  In Matthew 6:24, the Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.”
  The question boils down to “who or what is a person serving?”

If I am serving money, I am really saying that I am serving myself, and in it for what I can get out of the arrangement.  If I am serving God, then I want Him to be glorified and honored, and ultimately I am serving Him.  I do not expect to be repaid, but I trust the Lord that He will provide my needs.
  There is a direct “spiritual connection” between finances and my walk with God.  They will help the needy, but it's to keep God from allowing tragedies to befall them. The list could go on and on and would eventually touch every one of us. Why? Because I believe so few really understand the function that finances play in our spiritual lives.

II. Jesus Taught About Money

Approximately two-thirds of the parables that Christ used in teaching deal specifically with finances. Jesus never said that money in itself is the problem.  There are many examples of people in the bible who were rich (Abraham, Solomon, Job etc.)  In 1 Timothy 6:10, Paul taught, “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.”
  Jesus made it a point to warn about greed.  Luke 12:15 Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” NIV

III. Entitlement Trap

Our society communicates “you deserve to have it your way.”  Rather than trusting God for things, we trust the credit card, and justify purchases with the thought that we are entitled to live at a certain standard of living.  This runs counter to the value of trusting God to provide.  Why wait on the Lord, when the credit card can provide a quick feel good fix of consumerism.  “Faith," according to Hebrews 11, is trusting God to provide. It means looking to God for His provision.  It means being content with whatever the Lord chooses to provide.

Our consumer oriented society knows little of “waiting on the Lord to provide.”  Yet this is what the Lord desires when it comes to exercising our faith.  The world around us screams to us, “put it on layaway”, “you can afford the monthly payment.”

In 1 Timothy 6:6-9 we are told, “But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 9 People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.

IV. Ownership

Peace comes when we understand that, “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows (James 1:17
).”  We realize that possessions don’t own us, we own them, and we are to use them in a manner that honors the One who has entrusted them to our care.

Proverbs 3:9-10 Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; 10 then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.  NIV
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