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"Growing Toward
Spiritual Maturity"

Establishing Christian Disciplines

Preface:

This Spiritual Growth Track was developed in a devotional format
use inLIFEgups.

We desire that every member will be equipped to actively contribute
the ongoingministry of the church. It is an "every member a ministe
ministry.

This study is one of several that is designed to help believers groy
spiritual maturity in the context of small groups. We believe that tl
small group is the best environment forfeli transformation,

transparency, and personal accountability. Believing that disciples
involves both a relationship and direction, our prayer is that these to
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will assist many in obeying Jesus' command to make disciples of all

nations.
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Week
FAITHFULNESS 1

Background for Our Study

2 Timothy 2:2 is a key verse in which Paul directs Timothy as to ho
pass on the truths of the faith to succeeding generations. He %agd,
the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesg
entrust to reliable men who will also be alified to teach others."
There are three ideas in this verse we want to focus upon as we bg
our study. They are the important characteristics fafthfulness,
availabilityandteach ability

The word "reliable” can be translated trustworthy @aithful. The
phrase "you have heard me say in the presence. . ." speaks
availabilityandteach ability. These three words will be the basis of ou
first three studies in this series on Growing Toward Maturity.

What thoughts come to mind when you hear argon described as
faithful?

A faithful Christian is a dedicated believer who:

x |oves the Lord with all his/her heart, athd,
all mind and all strength,

x  priorities are in order with God's purposes,

x willingness to follow spiritual leaders itd
. ministry in which God is leading them.
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l.  Why We Are to be Faithful

How wouldyou define "faithfulness?

In the verses below, what reasons are we given to be faithful?
Deuteronomy 7:9
Joshua 24:14

Is there a connection between healthy fear and faithfulness? Explain:

1 Samuel 12:24
1 Corinthians 4:2

How important is "faithfulness" in management? Why?

What "true riches" has God given yourt@nage?

Galatians 5:22

What is the connection between a person's “faithfulness" ai

"fruitfulness" as a Christian?

1 Samuel 26:23a

Deuteronomy 11:1315

6| Page

nd




Psalm 37:28
Matthew 24:4247

What is the benefit for the faithful, wise servant?

Are you ready?

Rev. 2:10

Why did Jesus need to encourage the church in Smyrna to be faithfu

Whatwould Jesus say to Christians in our culture about the obstacle

the way of faithfulness?

Paraphrase Proverbs 20:6 in your own words:

Is it getting more difficult to find a faithful man today? Explain:
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Il. Hezekiah: an Example of
Faithfulness

In 2 Chronicles 281 we find that Hezekiah
became king of Judah at age 25. He was descril
as a man who did what was right in the eyes of God. In the early pa
his reign he:
x  opened the doors of the temple and
had them repaired.
x  had the priests and Levites consecrate
themselves and purify the temple. |
x  had a sin offering made for the nation, the sanctuary a
the people.

x  restored the worship of the Lord in Judah.
x  got people to bing tithes, offerings and sacrifices to the
Lord at the temple.
x  re-instituted the Passover which had not been celebrat¢
for years.

2 Chronicles 31.2RS & ONRA 06 S& | ST SThis lis Kvhatl
Hezekiah did throughout Judah, doing what was good and tighd

faithful before the LORD his God."

In 2 Chronicles 32 we will see how God showed Himself faithful
Hezekiah in the events that were to follow.
In 2 Chronicles 32:1, what was the next situation to face Hezekial

king?

In verse-8, what did Hezekiah do to meet this crisis?

Vs. 8. In what was Hezekiah placing his confidence for deliverance?
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In verses 99, what did King Sennacherib do in an attempt

discourage Hezekiah and the peoplelefusalem?

In verse 20, what was Hezekiah's response to Sennacherib's ploy?

Read Isaiah 37:36, 37 and 2 Chronicles 323221
What did God do?

Are you currently facing any Sennacheribsdanfife?

Where are you placing your trust fdeliverance?

Is you trust misplaced in any way?
Specify:

Hezekiah remained faithful to the Lord under intense pressaine
overwhelming circumstances Do you see a connection betwee

Hezekiah's faithfulness and his prayerfulness? Explain:
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How has God spoken to you about this area of faithfulness ungler

pressure?

How bad do your circumstances need to loe you to give up on

prayer?

How did the peopléenefitfrom Hezekiah's faithful trust in the Ld?d
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A VAILABILITY

Introduction

What comes to mind when you think aboabmeone

who isavailable?

When we use this term, we are speaking about a&spa who gives
God'sministry a high enough priority thdésser activities are set asidg
to carry outministry. It is the idea of putting first things first. When
person is motivated tserve Gogthat person willbe where he needs to
be when he needs to be there.

l.  Why We Are to be Available ?
It has been said that the most important ability'&vailability".
Read Luke 12:380. Why should we, His followers, be watchful

available according to this passage?

What kinds of things has Christ entrusted to you as His servant?

If you knew He wasoening back in two weeks, what would you do tp

get things ready for His inspection?
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How does Psalm 123:2 exemplify the availability we are to have to fthe

Lord?

How does Luke 12:448 tie in with what we have been sag?

Slaves or servants used to stand at the end of the table or a cornefr of

the room, with their eyes fixed on the hand of their master, waiting fpr

a sign for the next task for them to obey. They did not want to miss any

of the signad he would make. In much the same way, God wants us,
servants, to be available to Him so we will not miss the signals He ¢
us of His will for our livesWhat are some ways we might look to thg
hand of our Master, Jesus, to discern His will farloues?

Read 1 Peter 4:101 - What gift have you received from the Lord foy

the benefit of His people?

Are you faithfully using your gift to bring praise to the Lord? How?
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Examples-rom Scripture

A. Joshua with Moses

In Exodus 24, the Lord called Mose 7
to come up on Mt. Sinai to confirm His covenant with ¢
people. The rest of the people were to stay at the ba@ &&=
of the mountain. Read verses -18 and answer the
followingquestions:

In Exodus 24:13, what was Joshua's relationship to Moses?

In verse 14 what was Moses' word to the people as he and Jos

started up the mountain?

What happened in verses 15 and 16 when Moses and Joshua got u

the mountain?

What was the perspective for the people down below according

verse 17?

What happened in verse 18?

How long was Moses gone?

Where was Joshua all this time?

What do you think he did there?
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What would have been on your mind at the end of the first week?

30 days?

Read Exodus 33:11. What do we learn aboshda here?

How are you at waiting on God?

If you find it difficult, what is the reason?

Read the following verses and describe what became of Joshua's|life:

Deuteronomy 1:37, 38

Joshudl:5
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